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Dear all 
 

Welcome back.  Hopefully you had a relaxing, restful, fun break and are ready for the undoubted challenges 
2016 will bring. 
 

Welcome to Jacqueline Cuerden (JEC) who joins the sixth form support team.  Her experience of UCAS 
applications and essay writing will be invaluable.  A belated welcome to Sally Bluck (SAB) who has joined the 
reception team (9.30am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday).  We also welcome Amy Allen (ALA) as a science 
technician (Monday and Thursday 8.15pm to 3.55pm, Friday 8.15pm to 2.45pm) and David Fletcher who is 
temporarily covering for Fabienne Levett. 
 

Reflecting on 2015, I was delighted with: 
 

 The evolving, emerging sixth form.  Their opinionated magazine ‘IRIS’ is a good read and their impact 
on the main school, I believe, is as yet an untapped influence that will only be a fabulous addition to 
our school. 

 The generous work of the school with our local community and local charities – the Christmas 
fayre/summer fete/food bank were lovely examples. 

 The development of lesson observations with more staff in lessons that ever before.  Please ensure in 
‘Blink’ reviews you do the crucial feedback. 

 The emergence of the house councils. 
 

My hopes for 2016, beyond the blindingly obvious continued good results, good progress and significant 
investment in our infra-structure are: 
 

1. That we challenge and empower, in all areas, all of our girls.  Currently, observations show that at 
times 4/5 questions are directed to vocal boys – think of our quieter girls and how we challenge 
Worcester’s and Britain’s lad culture/expectation. 

2. That student voice becomes a reality in our departments.  Have you ever asked students to a 
meeting/used a questionnaire/reflected on a scheme of work? 

3. Student punctuality at the beginning of the day and to lessons improves and is more vigorously 
challenged. 

4. That all value the importance of reading, ‘DEAR’.  To be able to read confidently and fluently is the key 
to our students’ future success and this has to be a positive, dynamic activity.  Tell the students about 
the book you recommend/are reading.  Swap with a reluctant reader; it does make a difference. 

 

For my part, I want to continue being a visible, proactive, teaching Headteacher.  Thank you to Gemma and 
James for putting up with me in your departments.  I hope/believe we challenge properly, positively and 
always with the needs/requirements of our students in mind.  On a personal level, I get better at noticing the 
small things around me.  Pondering on work is unacceptable especially when I should be paying attention 
when watching my son play rugby! 
 

Happy New Year.  Try to ensure you are well prepared and stay healthy.  You being in front of the students 
daily is the most important thing you can do and our attendance record is generally testament to your 
dedicated work.  It is appreciated. 
 

Regards 
 
 
 


